REGULAR MEETING OF THE SEWARD COUNTY PLANNING COMMISSION

Monday October 23rd, 2023
                                                               Minutes
Open the Meeting: Meeting called to order by Vice Chairman Pekarek at 7:31 p.m. Roll Call. Members Present: Luebbe, Pekarek, Eberspacher, Schuckebier, Medinger, Daniel, Krenk. Members Absent: Richert, Niemann.
Present: Misty Ahmic, John Culver, Barb Armstead, Johnathan Jank, and 34 members from the public. Open Meetings Act: Vice Chairman Pekarek notified the public that the public meeting information is posted as required by law and is available for inspection. Approve Minutes of previous meeting: Vice Chairman Pekarek asked for a motion to accept the minutes from the prior meeting. Daniel made the motion, and Luebbe seconded the motion. 7 voting in favor, 0 against, and 2 absent not voting. Report of officers and committees: Pekarek reported an update with item 7. 

New Business Items.
Item 1: Discussion: Owners Merritt, Roberts, Clarke, have applied for a REZONE from (A-1 to TA-1) Agriculture to Transitional Agriculture

Parcel Id# 800025911. Precinct B, Located in the Southeast ¼ of

Section 29, Township 12N, Range 3East, Seward County Nebraska.
Item 2: Open Public Hearing: open @ 7:38p.m. Krenk made the motion, and Luebbe seconded the motion. 7 voting in favor, 0 against, and 2 absent not voting. Nathan Merritt, Jesse Roberts, and Melinda Clarke own 37.95 acres of land and have made an application to REZONE the quarter section of land from A-1 to TA-1. Stephanie Nantkes spoke about water concerns in the area. Julie Potter spoke about preserving the wetlands in the area. Jordan Odvody spoke about the water concerns in the area. Jodie Schaeffer had water concerns about the neighborhood area. Lori Jirovsky spoke on water issues in the area. Alan Sodar spoke about water issues over many years.  Janet Odomic lives to the west of the proposed area and is concerned about the wells. Discussion. Jess Roberts spoke on behalf of the application. Mr. Roberts owns a farm by Malcolm. Together the 3 owners have bought this property together to sell off 3 parcels of land and keep the rest of the property in Agriculture. Discussion. Discussion on density of the ability to build 1 home. Sharron Soder asked about the aquifer, and how it is identified for the board the water issues in the County. Vice Chair Pekarek identified the water conservation district located in the eastern 1/3 of the County. The regulations identify the amount of  houses that may be built in the quarter section. Becky stated that this Rezone application is in the natural growth area of Seward County and is Not in the water conservation area. Discussion on rural water and an Informational Water Conservation District Meeting in Pleasant Dale on November 20th from 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Seward County only regulates the density in each quarter section.  
Item 3: Close Public Hearing: close @7:25p.m. Daniel made the motion, and Luebbe seconded the motion. 7 voting in favor, 0 against, and 2 absent not voting.
Item 4: Findings of Facts/Discussion/Action: Owners Merritt, Roberts, Clarke, have applied for a REZONE from (A-1 to TA-1).Agriculture to Transitional Agriculture. Parcel Id# 800025911. Precinct B, Located in the Southeast ¼ of, Section 29, Township 12N, Range 3East, Seward County Nebraska. Discussion on boundaries of the aquifer. Daniel makes a motion to deny based on trying to maintain the rural atmosphere of the County and trying to protect the aquafer. Luebbe seconds the motion. 7 voting in favor of denial, 0 against, and 2 absent not voting.
Item 5: Discussion/Action: For a Short Form Plat to create the 

ROHREN Short Form Plat.  PID: 800006100.  Located in K Precinct. In the Southeast ¼  of Section 3, Township 10N, Range 2E, Seward County Nebraska. This plat is not finished. Medinger made the motion to table, and Luebbe seconded the motion. 7 voting in favor, 0 against, and 2 absent not voting.
Item 6: Discussion: Agenda Request Nitz. Failing Sewer Systems on existing parcels under 5.0 acres. The Subdivision west of Seward on highway 34. A lot of the parcels were built with a home on ¾ of an acre or less. They are supplied with City water, and they all have their own septic systems. They are starting to fail with above ground seepage around the systems. Landowners could investigate purchasing land adjacent, to enlarge their property. Discussion. No action was taken.
Item 6: Discussion: Agenda Request Carolyn Kortmeyer. Construction complaint. Requesting review of Conditional Use Permit and hours of Construction operation. Carolyn Kortmeyer spoke of the hours of operation and the disturbance it is causing. Alissa Hendrix asked to speak to the complaint. Mr. Hendrix explained that there had been construction into the night when a storm was predicted, and it has never been continuous night construction on the site. Discussion. There is no action for the board to take on this item. Discussion. 
Item 7: Discussion: Provisional Use Permit. Ahmic explained how sometimes people want to run through the zoning process to see if a use is feasible before purchasing property. The application cannot have 2 names on it, so a provisional use my be applied in the applicant’s name as not a landowner of the property. Discussion. Possible investigation for conditional use. No action was taken on this item.
Item 8: Discussion/Action: Education Panel Discussion about the Water Conservation District. Johnathan Jank gave the board an update on the Informational Meeting for the Water Conservation District on Monday November 20th, 2023. 6:30 p.m. to 8:30 p.m. Guest Speakers will be Terry Julesgard representing the Upper Big Blue Resource District. Troy Gilmore  is an associate professor and ground water hydrologist from the University of Nebraska. Becky will post this at a public hearing and post the flyer. Discussion.  Hit list of topics 1. Difference between Dakota and the Ogallala aquifer. 2. Maps. 3. Are there other areas of concern throughout the County. Discussion. Jonathan will follow up on a possible third speaker.
Item 9: Discussion and updates on final draft: This item is still under review.
Item 10: Communication: Next Meeting date. 1. Monday November 20th, 2023. 6:30 to 8:30 p.m. Village of Pleasant Dale Informational Meeting with speakers.  2. Monday December 11th w/agenda items.
Item 11: Discussion/Action Adjournment: Eberspacher made a motion to adjourn, Medinger seconded, all in favor voting for. 9:35p.m.
Meeting recorded.
last updated 10/26/2023.  

Becky Paulsen

