
UPPER BIG BLUE 
NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT

Terry Julesgard, Water Department Manager



NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT HISTORY
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• Established in 1972, Nebraska's Natural Resources Districts are local government units involved in a 
variety of projects and programs to conserve and protect the state's natural resources. Today, 
Nebraska's unique system of locally-controlled, tax-funded, watershed-based conservation is widely 
admired throughout the nation.
In 1969, Sen. Maurice Kremer introduced and the Nebraska Legislature enacted Legislative Bill 
1357 to combine Nebraska's 154 special-purpose entities into 24 Natural Resources Districts by 
July 1972. In 1989, the Middle Missouri NRD and the Papio NRD were merged to become the Papio-
Missouri River NRD resulting in today's 23 Natural Resources Districts.

• NRD boundaries are organized based on Nebraska's major river basins, which allows for better 
management practices to be applied to similar topography.

• Natural Resources Districts were created to solve flood control, soil erosion, irrigation run-off, and 
groundwater quantity and quality issues. Nebraska's NRDs are involved in a wide variety of projects 
and programs to conserve and protect the state's natural resources. NRDs are charged under state 
law with 12 areas of responsibility including flood control, soil erosion, groundwater management 
and many others.



NATURAL RESOURCES MANAGEMENT

•Water

•Soil

•Urban Conservation

•Flood Control

•Trees & Wildlife Habitat

•Recreation

•Grazing Lands

•Education
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NATURAL RESOURCES DISTRICT 
RESPONSIBILITIES
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• Development, management, use, and conservation of groundwater and surface water

• Soil conservation

• Erosion prevention and control

• Flood prevention and control

• Pollution control

• Water supply for any beneficial uses

• Prevention of damages from flood water and sediment

• Development and management of recreational and park facilities

• Forestry and range management

• Development and management of fish and wildlife habitat

• Drainage improvement

• Solid waste disposal
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High Risk Groundwater Area

Not in Groundwater Quantity Management Area
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THANK YOU

Terry Julesgard

Office: (402) 362-6601

Cell Phone (402) 340-3224

Email: tjulesgard@upperbigblue.org

Website:  https://www.upperbigblue.org/ 
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